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Understanding Your PLAN Results:
Preparing for Success
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Welcome!  This session is designed to help you understand what the PLAN Student Score Report can tell you about your skills, interests, plans, and goals.  It will also explain how this information can be used to help you meet your educational and career goals.

It is never too early to make sound educational plans.  PLAN helps you see:  1) where you are today, 2) where you might want to go, and 3) how to develop a plan for getting there.

It is important to have a sound educational plan for your sophomore, junior, and senior years.  One of the keys to success is to be sure you are taking challenging coursework throughout high school.
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Using Your PLAN® Results 
Student Guide to PLAN
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This session provides an overview for interpreting your PLAN results.

In addition to the information we will talk about in this session, the interpretive booklet, Using Your PLAN Results, is a great resource for helping you understand your Score report. This booklet walks you through all sections of the Report.  

Using Your PLAN Results is also available in a Spanish edition.
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PLAN Score Report 
Side 1
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Here you see the front side of a sample Score Report.  The Score Report includes a great deal of information about your skills and knowledge, academic plans for high school and beyond, career interests, and likely readiness for college.

In the next few slides, we will take a closer look at each of the sections on the PLAN Score Report
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Student/School Information
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The top of the Score Report includes basic information about you, including:
Your high school 
High school code
Your address
Your grade level
Date the test was administered

The school receives 2 copies of every student’s report:  1 copy for school records, 1 copy for you to share at home.
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Your Scores
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On the left side of the graphic, you will find several scores that indicate how well you did on the PLAN test.  You will see scores for English, math, reading, science, as well as your Composite, or overall, Score. Each of these scores will range from 1 – 32.  The Composite Score is the average of your English, math, reading, and science scores.
Notice there are 2 subscores under both English and math.  These scores may indicate specific areas that need improvement. These scores range from  1-16.
The column titled “In the U.S. Fall 10th”, shows the percentage of students in a national norm group that scored at or below your score.  In this example, this student scored as high or higher than 73% of students in the national norm group. 
The column titled “College-Bound 10th”, compares your scores to those students in the national norm group who indicated they plan to go to college.  
You will only have numbers in the middle 3 columns if your school ordered this information or if you are in a state where all students take PLAN.  These columns compare your score to students in your school, school district, or state who took PLAN.  Do not be concerned if you do not see numbers in these columns.
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Your Estimated ACT Composite 
Score Range

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Visual 7:
Points of Emphasis

When you take PLAN between September and the end of December of your 10th grade year, you will receive an estimated ACT Composite Score range.  Based on your PLAN scores, it is likely that when you take the ACT, your  score will be in this range. You may score higher if you improve your study skills and/or take challenging courses.

Remember, this is not a guarantee.  It is an estimate of your performance on the ACT based on your PLAN scores and assumes you will continue your current level of commitment to your coursework.

PLAN asked you about your plans for after high school.  Your response is indicated in this section.
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Your High School Course Plans 
Compared to Core
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This section compares your plans for high school coursework to a recommended “Core” set of courses that are important to take in order to prepare yourself for college.
Core means taking a minimum of:
4 years of English
3 or more years of math
3 or more years of social studies
3 or more years of science
Is the student in this example meeting “Core”?
You should consider taking additional coursework in the appropriate subject areas if you fall short of “Core”.
You should also consider taking additional courses beyond the minimum “Core”, especially upper level math and science courses.  These more challenging courses will help you increase your readiness for college.




PLAN Interpretive Visuals
9/2009

7

College Readiness
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Your PLAN results give you an early indication of how likely you are to be ready for college-level work.  
PLAN uses College Readiness Benchmark Scores to indicate whether or not you are on target to develop the skills and knowledge you need to be ready for college.  
This section shows whether you scored above, at, or below PLAN College Readiness Benchmark Scores for English, math, reading, and science.  Students who meet the Benchmark Scores in English, math, and science are likely on target for success in entry-level college courses in these subjects.  Students meeting the Reading Benchmark Score are likely developing the reading skills needed in all college subject areas.
Are your scores at or above the Benchmarks?  If so, keep working hard. This just means you are on course for success if you maintain your current focus.
Are your scores below the Benchmarks? There is still time to get on track.  You may need to take additional coursework or get extra help in some areas.
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Profile for Success
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The Admissions Standards section shows ranges of ACT scores for types of colleges with different admissions policies.  This represents a general guideline.  Colleges differ widely in their admissions standards and requirements.  Remember, ACT scores are just one of several factors colleges use in making admissions decisions. 

One way to see if you will be ready for college is to compare yourself to students who are now being successful in college.  The Profile for Success section shows a range of ACT Composite Scores that are typical of successful college sophomores (B average or higher).

When you completed PLAN, you were asked to choose one of 26 Career Areas containing jobs you liked best.  Your choice can be found under “Your Career Preference”.  To make this information more relevant to you, we included a typical ACT score range for successful college sophomores who chose the same Career Area as you when they took PLAN.  Does your estimated ACT score overlap?  If so, you are likely on target.
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Your Reported Needs
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When you took PLAN, you were asked whether or not you needed help in seven different areas:
Making plans for my education, career, and work after high school
Improving my writing skills
Improving my reading and comprehension
Improving my study skills
Improving my mathematical skills
Improving my computer skills
Improving my public speaking skills
The items marked with a checkmark are the areas with which you said you would like help. 
Counselors/Teachers:  Be sure to let students know how they can receive help at your school. 
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Your Career Possibilities
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PLAN is a great tool for helping you explore the many different career possibilities available.  Use your PLAN Score Report, Using Your PLAN Results booklet, and the PLAN student website (www.planstudent.org) to help you learn more about careers in line with your interests.

When you took PLAN, you were asked questions about the types of work tasks you liked and disliked.  Based on your answers, PLAN can tell you about jobs that may be appealing to you.  

The results can be found on the World-of-Work Map on your Score Report.  Career Areas (each marked with a different letter) that are in line with your interests can be found in the pink shaded areas.  See Using Your PLAN Results and www.planstudent.org to find activities that will help you learn more about jobs that fall under these Career Areas.
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PLAN Score Report 
Side 2

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Visual 13:
Points of Emphasis

On side 2 of the PLAN Student Report, you can see which questions on the test you answered correctly, which ones you answered incorrectly, and the correct answers for all those that were wrong.

Side 2 also gives you important information about how you can improve your skills based on your PLAN results.
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Review Your Answers

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Visual 14:
Points of Emphasis

On the left side of page 2 of your Student Report, you will find a list of your responses to each of the PLAN test questions that were on the test.  You will find a list for each of the four areas of PLAN (English, math, reading, and science)

For each test question, the correct answer is shown along with your response to the question and the subscore group the question came from. (Was it a question about Algebra? Rhetorical Skills?)

At the bottom of each list is a short summary of the number of questions you answered correctly, the number you answered incorrectly, and the number you did not answer (omitted). Hopefully, you did not omit any questions.  There is no penalty for guessing PLAN or on the ACT.

Your teacher or counselor may want to give you the PLAN Test Booklet so that you can see the questions themselves as you look over each list of responses.  This will help you see which areas you need to work on most.
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Your Skills
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On the right side of side 2 of your Score Report you will find information that you can use to improve your skills in each of the areas tested by PLAN (English. Math, reading, and science).

Notice that each suggestion corresponds to specific content areas.  For instance, in math, you will find suggestions for how to improve your skills in “Basic Operations”, “Measurement”, and other important math areas.

The suggestions you find on your score report will most likely be different from those for other students in your class who took PLAN, because they are based specifically on your PLAN scores.  
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www.planstudent.org
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ACT has developed a new website designed to help you and your parents understand and use your PLAN results.    

At www.planstudent.org you can:
Learn what PLAN scores mean
Learn how you can improve your skills
Learn how PLAN can help you see if you are on target for college
Use online career exploration tools
Find sample PLAN test questions
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What do I do now?

Now that you’ve taken PLAN, you know much more 
about your skills, career interests, and readiness for 
college.  Using your PLAN Score Report, ask 
yourself some questions: 

• Am I on target for college?
• What skills do I need to improve to be ready for 

college?
• Am I taking a rigorous core curriculum?
• What careers interest me most?
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Taking PLAN has many benefits, but in order to get the most from PLAN you need to take advantage of the information from your Score Report, the Using Your PLAN Results booklet, and the PLAN student website (www.planstudent.org).

If you find that you are not on target for college, ask your teachers and/or counselor how you can improve your skills.  You can begin by looking at the “Your Skills” section on side 2 of the Score Report.  In many cases, you may need to take additional courses or change the types of courses you plan to take in high school in order to improve your skills. The more rigorous the courses you take, the more likely it is that you will develop the skills you need.

Be sure to share the information with your parents and ask your teachers and school counselors questions about sections of the report that you do not understand.
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