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Welcome!  This session is designed to help you understand what the PLAN Student Score Report can tell you about your skills, interests, plans, and goals.  It will also explain how this information can be used to help you meet your educational and career goals.



It is never too early to make sound educational plans.  PLAN helps you see:  1) where you are today, 2) where you might want to go, and 3) how to develop a plan for getting there.



It is important to have a sound educational plan for your sophomore, junior, and senior years.  One of the keys to success is to be sure you are taking challenging coursework throughout high school.


Using Your PLAN® Results
Student Guide to PLAN

2009/ 2010 2009 /2010
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This session provides an overview for interpreting your PLAN results.



In addition to the information we will talk about in this session, the interpretive booklet, Using Your PLAN Results, is a great resource for helping you understand your Score report. This booklet walks you through all sections of the Report.  



Using Your PLAN Results is also available in a Spanish edition.
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Here you see the front side of a sample Score Report.  The Score Report includes a great deal of information about your skills and knowledge, academic plans for high school and beyond, career interests, and likely readiness for college.



In the next few slides, we will take a closer look at each of the sections on the PLAN Score Report




Student/School Information

Movemnbear &, 2003 PN: 39244542 123876
PLLAN TAYLOR, ANN C
1404 8TH 8T
ANYTOWN, USA Q0000
GRADE: 10
Your Score Report SORT COoDE: 5
'.-_'--.__“"I
SCHOOL NAME: EXAMPLE HIGH SCHOOQL SCHOOL CODE: 000000 TEST FORM: 0O0A TEST DATE: OCTOBER 23, 2004

ACT
PLAN Interpretive Visuals

3
9/2009


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Visual 5:

Points of Emphasis



The top of the Score Report includes basic information about you, including:

Your high school 

High school code

Your address

Your grade level

Date the test was administered



The school receives 2 copies of every student’s report:  1 copy for school records, 1 copy for you to share at home.






Your Scores

Percent of students scoring at or below your score

Score
Range
) (1-32)
 Composite Score 18
7] i 20
o English
8 Usage/Mechanics (1-168} 11
73 Rhetorical Skills {1-16) 10
—1  Mathematics 17
o
— Pre-Alg./Algebra (1-16) 08
Geometry (1-16) 08
Reading 20
Science 16

In the U.5.

(Fall 10th) 1%, 10%: 25 0% TE% 0% BEs InYour Schoaol InYour State
64% |} —— 54% 71%
70% | — 78% 82%
85% | 83% 85%
74% 72% 78%
57% [ 49% 70%
58% | 529, 68%
53% 38% 64%
76% | —— 74% 81%
329% _ 20% 1%
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On the left side of the graphic, you will find several scores that indicate how well you did on the PLAN test.  You will see scores for English, math, reading, science, as well as your Composite, or overall, Score. Each of these scores will range from 1 – 32.  The Composite Score is the average of your English, math, reading, and science scores.

Notice there are 2 subscores under both English and math.  These scores may indicate specific areas that need improvement. These scores range from  1-16.

The column titled “In the U.S. Fall 10th”, shows the percentage of students in a national norm group that scored at or below your score.  In this example, this student scored as high or higher than 73% of students in the national norm group. 

The column titled “College-Bound 10th”, compares your scores to those students in the national norm group who indicated they plan to go to college.  

You will only have numbers in the middle 3 columns if your school ordered this information or if you are in a state where all students take PLAN.  These columns compare your score to students in your school, school district, or state who took PLAN.  Do not be concerned if you do not see numbers in these columns.




Your Estimated ACT Composite
Score Range

More Info at
w.planstudent.org

Your Estimated ACT
Composite Score Range

19-23

L Use this score range to help plan for college. ¥

B

Your Educational Plans for
After High School

4-Year College or University

HE

ACT
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When you take PLAN between September and the end of December of your 10th grade year, you will receive an estimated ACT Composite Score range.  Based on your PLAN scores, it is likely that when you take the ACT, your  score will be in this range. You may score higher if you improve your study skills and/or take challenging courses.



Remember, this is not a guarantee.  It is an estimate of your performance on the ACT based on your PLAN scores and assumes you will continue your current level of commitment to your coursework.



PLAN asked you about your plans for after high school.  Your response is indicated in this section.




Your High School Course Plans
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Compared to Core

s N
Your High School Course Plans
Compared to Core
Core means minimum number of high school courses recommended
to prepare for college.
0 1 2 3 4 5+
Years Year Years Years Years Years
. You: |
Englisn Core: M
Mathematics Youf :#
Core: |
Social Studies . #
Core:
Science You: #
Core: |
About Your Course Plans. Your plans fall short of recommended
courses. Consider taking additional courses in Science. You may
want to talk to your counselor or teacher to make sure you are
getting the courses you need.
J
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This section compares your plans for high school coursework to a recommended “Core” set of courses that are important to take in order to prepare yourself for college.

Core means taking a minimum of:

4 years of English

3 or more years of math

3 or more years of social studies

3 or more years of science

Is the student in this example meeting “Core”?

You should consider taking additional coursework in the appropriate subject areas if you fall short of “Core”.

You should also consider taking additional courses beyond the minimum “Core”, especially upper level math and science courses.  These more challenging courses will help you increase your readiness for college.




College Readiness

College Readiness

Students scoring at or above these benchmark scores, and taking
college prep courses throughout high school, will likely be ready
for first-year college courses. How do your scores compare?

Benchmark Your score is:
Scores
(10th Grade) Below At Above
English 15 v
Mathematics 19 v
Reading 17 v
Science 21 v

About Your Scores. One or more of your PLAN scores fall
below the benchmark scores that show readiness for college-
level work. Suggestions for improving your skills are listed on the
back of this report. Also, talk to your counselor or teacher about
courses that can improve your skills. Check college websites to
learn more about their admission requirements.

.
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Your PLAN results give you an early indication of how likely you are to be ready for college-level work.  

PLAN uses College Readiness Benchmark Scores to indicate whether or not you are on target to develop the skills and knowledge you need to be ready for college.  

This section shows whether you scored above, at, or below PLAN College Readiness Benchmark Scores for English, math, reading, and science.  Students who meet the Benchmark Scores in English, math, and science are likely on target for success in entry-level college courses in these subjects.  Students meeting the Reading Benchmark Score are likely developing the reading skills needed in all college subject areas.

Are your scores at or above the Benchmarks?  If so, keep working hard. This just means you are on course for success if you maintain your current focus.

Are your scores below the Benchmarks? There is still time to get on track.  You may need to take additional coursework or get extra help in some areas.
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Profile for Success

Admission Standards

Colleges differ in their admission standards.
For example, most students in “selective”
colleges have ACT Composite scores in the
range of 21 to 26. Some admitted students
may have scores outside the range.

Admission Standard Typical Scores
Open 16-21
Traditional 18-24
Selective 21-26
Highly Selective 25-30

Profile for Success

Your Career Area Preference
Management

Successful college sophomores in majors
related to your preferred Career Area
typically have ACT Composite scores of:

21-25
See Using Your PLAN Results.
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The Admissions Standards section shows ranges of ACT scores for types of colleges with different admissions policies.  This represents a general guideline.  Colleges differ widely in their admissions standards and requirements.  Remember, ACT scores are just one of several factors colleges use in making admissions decisions. 



One way to see if you will be ready for college is to compare yourself to students who are now being successful in college.  The Profile for Success section shows a range of ACT Composite Scores that are typical of successful college sophomores (B average or higher).



When you completed PLAN, you were asked to choose one of 26 Career Areas containing jobs you liked best.  Your choice can be found under “Your Career Preference”.  To make this information more relevant to you, we included a typical ACT score range for successful college sophomores who chose the same Career Area as you when they took PLAN.  Does your estimated ACT score overlap?  If so, you are likely on target.




Your Reported Needs

" Your reported | v » Making plans for my education, * Improving my writing skills ¢ = Improving my study skills * Improving my computer skills
needs career, and work afler high school ¢+ Improving my reading speed and comprehension v+ Improving my mathematical sidls v« Improving my public speaking skilts

ACT
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When you took PLAN, you were asked whether or not you needed help in seven different areas:

Making plans for my education, career, and work after high school

Improving my writing skills

Improving my reading and comprehension

Improving my study skills

Improving my mathematical skills

Improving my computer skills

Improving my public speaking skills

The items marked with a checkmark are the areas with which you said you would like help. 

Counselors/Teachers:  Be sure to let students know how they can receive help at your school. 




Your Career Possibilities

World-of-Work Map
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Career Area List

A. Employment-Related Services
Human Resources Manager; Recrulter;
Intarviewar

B. Marketing & Sales
Agents (Insurance, Real Estate, elc.); Retail
Salesworker

C. Management
Exacutiva; Office Managar; Hotel/Motal
Manager

D. Regulation & Protection
Food Inspactor; Police Officer; Detactive

E. Communications & Records
Secretary; Court Reparter; Office Clark

F. Financial Transactions
Accountant; Bank Teller; Budget Analyst

G. Distribution & Dispatching
Warehouse Suparvisor; Air Traffic Controller

H.Transport Operation & Related
Truck/Bus/Cab Drivers; Ship Caplain; Pilot

I. Agricultura, Forestry & Related
Farmer; Nursery Manager; Forester

J. Computer & Iinformation Specialties
Programmer; Systems Analyst; Deskiop
Publisher; Actuary

K. Construction & Maintenance
Carpenter; Electrician; Bricklayer

L. Crafts & Related
Cabinetmaker; Tallor; Chef'Cook; Jewaler

M. Manufacturing & Processing
Tool & Die Maker; Machinist, Welder; Dry
Cleanar

N. Mechanical & Electrical Specialties
Auto Mechanic; Aircrait Mechanic: Office
Machine Repairer

0. Engineering & Technologies
Engineers (Chil, ate.); Technicians (Laser,
ete.); Architect

P. Natural Science & Technologies
Physicist; Biologlst; Chemist, Statistician

Q. Medical Technologies (also see
Area W

Pharmagcist; Optician; Dititian; Technologists
{Surgical, edc.)

R. Medical Diagnosis & Treatment (also
see Area W)

Physician: Pathalogist: Dentist: Veterinarian;
Nurse Anesthatist

8. Social Science
Sociologst; Political Scientist; Economist;
Urban Planner

T. Applied Arts (Visual)
Artist; llustrator; Phatagrapher; Interior
Designer

U. Creative & Performing Arts
Writer; Musician; Singer; Dancer; TV/Movia
Direcior

V. Applied Arts (Written & Spoken)
Raparter; Columnist; Editor; Librarian

W. Health Care (also see Areas @ and R)
Recreational Therapist; Dental Assistant;
Licensed Practical Nurse

X. Education
Administrator; Athletic Coach: Teacher

¥. Community Services
Social Worker; Lawyer; Paralegal, Counselor;
Clargy

Z. Personal Services
Waiter/Waitress; Barber; Cosmetologist;
Travel Guide

ACT
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PLAN is a great tool for helping you explore the many different career possibilities available.  Use your PLAN Score Report, Using Your PLAN Results booklet, and the PLAN student website (www.planstudent.org) to help you learn more about careers in line with your interests.



When you took PLAN, you were asked questions about the types of work tasks you liked and disliked.  Based on your answers, PLAN can tell you about jobs that may be appealing to you.  



The results can be found on the World-of-Work Map on your Score Report.  Career Areas (each marked with a different letter) that are in line with your interests can be found in the pink shaded areas.  See Using Your PLAN Results and www.planstudent.org to find activities that will help you learn more about jobs that fall under these Career Areas.
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On side 2 of the PLAN Student Report, you can see which questions on the test you answered correctly, which ones you answered incorrectly, and the correct answers for all those that were wrong.



Side 2 also gives you important information about how you can improve your skills based on your PLAN results.






[ ‘!!

Review Your Answers

Ask for your test booklet so you can review the questions and your answers.

= correct answer, “0” = no response, “&¥” =

marked more than one answer

English

SUBSCORE AREA

(u = Usage; r = Rhetorical Skills)

0.\5%% ré;‘@‘-' zf;?&% ;;P‘
1 A + u
2 C + wu
3 A + u
4 D + r
5 B + r
6 B A r
7 D + wu
8 A + wu
9 C + r

10 B A u

11 A + u

12 D C r

i3 D + r

14 B o r

15 A + r

i6 B A r

17 C + u

* You correctly answered 34 out of 50 questions.
* You omitted 3 questions.
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35
36
37
38
39
40
4
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50

* You incorrectly answered 13 questions.
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Content Areas

Topic Development

Organization

Word Choice

Sentence Structure

Usage

Punctuation
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On the left side of page 2 of your Student Report, you will find a list of your responses to each of the PLAN test questions that were on the test.  You will find a list for each of the four areas of PLAN (English, math, reading, and science)



For each test question, the correct answer is shown along with your response to the question and the subscore group the question came from. (Was it a question about Algebra? Rhetorical Skills?)



At the bottom of each list is a short summary of the number of questions you answered correctly, the number you answered incorrectly, and the number you did not answer (omitted). Hopefully, you did not omit any questions.  There is no penalty for guessing PLAN or on the ACT.



Your teacher or counselor may want to give you the PLAN Test Booklet so that you can see the questions themselves as you look over each list of responses.  This will help you see which areas you need to work on most.


Your Skills

Suggestions for improving your skills are based on your scores.

Content Areas To improve your skills you can:

Topic Development challenge yourself by reading new kinds of books; experiment with new writing styles

rewrite a paper, sharpening its focus by cutting sentences not directly related to the topic

add examples to illustrate or support major points

Organization use transitions (like similarly or to repeat) to compare or emphasize ideas

have a classmate read your paper to see if sentences need to be reordered for clarity

try different openings and closings for a paper; say which works best and why

Word Choice make sure repetition in a paper is purposeful (to provide emphasis, unity, etc.)

verify that each pronoun clearly refers to a noun or noun phrase

reread writing to make sure the words convey the same tone or vary in tone for a good reason

Sentence Structure learn the difference between uses of coordinating conjunctions (like and or buf) and
subordinating conjunctions (like after or though}

make sure pronoun person is consi_stem in a sentence; for instance, avoid shifts from one (“When
one sees .. ") to you (“...you are impressed.”)

Usage check possessive pronouns (like her or his) to make sure they are used correctly

use the word have (not of) following verbs like could, would, and should

Punctuation use commas, dashes, or parentheses to set off nonessential information in a sentence
delete unneeded commas in compound constructions, as in “Flags waved[,] and rustled.”

check to make sure semicolons are not used between a dependent and independent clause in a
sentence (for example, “He ran all the way to school[;] because he was late.")

ACT
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On the right side of side 2 of your Score Report you will find information that you can use to improve your skills in each of the areas tested by PLAN (English. Math, reading, and science).



Notice that each suggestion corresponds to specific content areas.  For instance, in math, you will find suggestions for how to improve your skills in “Basic Operations”, “Measurement”, and other important math areas.



The suggestions you find on your score report will most likely be different from those for other students in your class who took PLAN, because they are based specifically on your PLAN scores.  






www.planstudent.org

ACT
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YOUR SCORES

Time to Plan Ahead!

Taking PLAN B as a 10th grader is a great way to prepare for the
ACT—and helps you get ready to succeed in college and beyond!

Tips for Doing

All About the Test Your Best

What Your Score Thinking About
Report Tells You Your Future

Quick Links

Follow the World-of-Work Map | How do your scores match up to
to Your Future Career college requirements?

YOUR FUTURE

Did you know?

On average, workers in the
U.S. change careers every
3 years.

More about careers

Alternate Plans

Counselors

- Parents

r EXPLOREE Test Takers

" ACT Test Takers

Find college majors
that fit you well
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ACT has developed a new website designed to help you and your parents understand and use your PLAN results.    



At www.planstudent.org you can:

Learn what PLAN scores mean

Learn how you can improve your skills

Learn how PLAN can help you see if you are on target for college

Use online career exploration tools

Find sample PLAN test questions








What do | do now?

Now that you’ve taken PLAN, you know much more
about your skills, career interests, and readiness for
college. Using your PLAN Score Report, ask
yourself some questions:

« Am | on target for college?

o What skills do | need to improve to be ready for
college?

 Am | taking a rigorous core curriculum?

e What careers interest me most?

ACT
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Taking PLAN has many benefits, but in order to get the most from PLAN you need to take advantage of the information from your Score Report, the Using Your PLAN Results booklet, and the PLAN student website (www.planstudent.org).



If you find that you are not on target for college, ask your teachers and/or counselor how you can improve your skills.  You can begin by looking at the “Your Skills” section on side 2 of the Score Report.  In many cases, you may need to take additional courses or change the types of courses you plan to take in high school in order to improve your skills. The more rigorous the courses you take, the more likely it is that you will develop the skills you need.



Be sure to share the information with your parents and ask your teachers and school counselors questions about sections of the report that you do not understand.
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